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(Croxdale),  Gellir  Shield),  Krokr  (Gellsfield),  Ulkill 
(North Biddick,  Ouston  Shill (School Aycliffe),  and Thrylli (Tursdale).  

Finally  there  are  two  classes  of names  whose  recorded forms  seem  to  reflect  
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by ON steinn. Here, again, it has been suggested that win might be a direct 
development of OE *stAning independent of ON steinn. 

STANER YARE the name of a lost fishing station on the Tyne. Stanre yar' 1128 
(1303), Steinrejare 1195. OE stfter 'stony' influenced by ON steinn, gear 'a 
fishing weir—.4U 

THACKMYERS (NZ 4137), Thacmere c.1175 FPD. 'Pool where reeds for 
thatching are cut'. OE tha3c, mere substituted by ON thak, mYrrr. 

TURSDALE (NZ 2937), Trelles-, Trillesdene c.1165 FPD. 'Thrylli's' or 'thrall's 
valley'. ON pers.n. *Thrylli, or Prtll, OE denu later repleced by dalr. For 
the rare pers.n., cf. SPN 318 and Thirlby YN, Trillesbia 1187 DEPN. 
Stenton 41  included it in his list of pers.nn. not otherwise found in England 
indicating the intensity of the Danish settlement of 876. 

USHAW (NZ 2143), Vlueskahe c.1190 Finc, Ulueschawe 1382 Hatf. 'Wolves' 
wood'. Probably OE *wulfa-sceaga influenced by ON ulfr and skogr, but the 
first element may be ON pers.n. Ulfr (SPN 321). 

WALDRIDGE (NZ 2550), Walrigge (1286) 14th c. Bek. First element uncertain, 
second element OE hrycg replaced by ON hryggr. 

WOLVISTON (NZ 4525), Oluestona (1091x1092) 12th c. FPD, Wlfestuna 
1114x1128 DEC, Wolviston 1296 Hahn, Wlleston' 1287 Spec. 'Wulf's 
farm'. OE pers.n. Wulf, nin. Some of the early spellings seem to suggest 
loss of initial W- under the influence of ON ulfr. 

III. THE DISTRIBUTION OF SETTLEMENTS WITH SCANDINAVIAN OR 
SCANDINAVIANIZED NAMES 

Having surveyed the material it is appropriate to consider the distribution of 
settlements with Scand or Scandinavianized names in Co. Durham against the 
pattern of settlements already in existence before the arrival of the first Vikings. 
In Durham, as in the NW., however, it is difficult to be precise about such 
matters. A good deal is known about the political and religious history of 
Northumbria in the pre-Viking era, but documentary evidence for the detail of 
Anglo-Saxon settlement in the region is scanty. There are almost no pre-1066 
charters for Co. Durham and, apart from Bede, who gives us the names only for 
the ecclesiastical centres at Gateshead, Monkwearmouth / Jarrow and Hartlepool, 
and for Chester-le-Street, the main source of information is a mid-eleventh-century 
compilation detailing the land benefactions to the community of St Cuthbert 
known as the Historia de Sancto Cuthberto.42  

It is clear from this document that by the middle of the ninth century well 
established multiple estate structures existed west of Dere Street, the N.-S. Roman 
road (Margary no. 8c,d) that bisects the county and very roughly marks the 
boundary between upland and lowland Durham, centred on Chester-le-Street, 
Auckland and Gainford. From these cores, exploitation of the natural resources of 
the upland landscape during the pre- and post-Viking period and on into the 
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twelfth century is illustrated by the proliferation of lEah and other woodland terms 
in the west half of the county.43  The pressures upon upland Durham can only 
mean that the 'fat lands' of the Wear and Tees basins were already well exploited 
at this time. We know all too little about possible shire structures in these 
eastern portions of the county, although multiple estates certainly existed there, 
e.g. the royal one centred on South Wearmouth. It may be presumed that the 
processes of estate fissure began much earlier in the east and have done much to 
obscure more archaic arrangements. What may also be reasonably assumed is that 
at the time of the Viking arrival all the available land resources of eastern Durham 
were already exhaustively exploited, and that the map of English habitation names 
in Durham – the names in ham, worth, wTc, burh, and above all in tan – 
accurately reflects this situation.44  The evidence of place-names is reinforced by 
the presence of pre-Viking architecture or sculpture at up to a dozen places to the 
east of Dere Street.45  

The following table shows the distribution of selected OE generics east and 
west of the line of Dere Street as defined by National Grid N.-S. line 20. 
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