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buried by industrial waste. However, a new spring has re-asserted itself just 
below the newer buildings (close to point A).6  

The first element is rather more difficult. In 1920 Mawer suggested, with 
great confidence and without further comment on the personal name he supplied, 
that Chopwell was 'Ceappa's well'.? At first glance this seems to be an excellent 
idea. The double 'p' of the earliest form of the p.n., which recurs in the 
seventeenth-century spellings, implies that the vowel quality of the first element 
was short in origin. An OE pers.n. Ceappa would contain the required short 
vowel. 

The problem is that there is no trace of such a pers.n. in PNDB,8  Redin,9  
OEB,10  nor in any of the EPNS volumes. It is only found again in NbDu under 
the entry for Choppington (Nthumb.)11  where Ceapa would appear to be a variant 
of an OE pers.n. Ceabba,12  although Mawer does not explain the association. 
The origin of an OE pers.n. Ceappa remains obscure.13  

A further query is raised by the early 'e' and 'a' spellings in the forms of the 
p.n. extant in the twelfth century. In the North, Middle English 'e' spellings are 
normally expected from an element which has an original long vowel quality, for 
example, 'ea or 	The OE ea, lOE in an OE pers.n. Ceappa would provide 
only Middle English 'a' spellings.14  

It is more likely that Chopwell is a compound of OE wella and OE ceap 15  
'saleable commodities, price, sale, bargain, business, market', corresponding to ON 
kaup; OFris kap; OSax kOp. By normal development ea in asap becomes 'e' in 
Middle English orthography, and 'a' if shortening from OE ea (to ea) to lOE 
takes place.16  Thus both ME chep and ME chap are possible. Indeed, EDD 17  
notes that the verb chap 'to buy and sell, make a bargain, close with' may be 
found occasionally as chep in the North. In the sixteenth and seventeenth 
centuries, however, 'o' spellings proliferate in the p.n., a development which is the 
inverse of expected patterns in dialect and Standard English.18 	In this case, 
unless there was a dialect change of /a/ to /o/, the /o/ must be original; thus 
chop-well, associated with chap-well, must have been formed in its own right 
from chop rather than chap. The verb chop 'to exchange, barter'19  looks like an 
apophonic variant 20  of chap 'to buy and sell', just as chop 'to cut with a quick 
and heavy blow' is of chap 'to strike, cause to crack' and chip 'to break off small 
fragments'.21  

There are no other examples of OE ceap compounded with OE wella. In 
1964 A.H. Smith recorded that the field-name chep aker 1286 in Long Marston 
(Glos.) was one of thirty-three such chepacres in the area, 'probably "acres of low 
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