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genuine diminutive suffix I personally am acquainted with in Germanic 
names is -iso very frequent in Frankish, where note that most of the 
themes it is used with are the same ones that are protothemes in 
dithematic names, as is not true of English extended monothematics. The 
equivalent suffix is almost totally absent from English names, and the 
exception is of the kind that proves the rule, Egese homophone of a 
common noun meaning 'awe, horror', exactly the opposite of a 
diminutive connotation. 

Finally I have an awful confession to make. The class I dismissed 
contemptuously as 'film-star names' cannot be entirely ignored for 
Anglo-Saxon England. To make matters worse, the nearest eleventh-
century equivalent of a film-star is probably involved. JamsvIkinga saga 
tells how Cnut's father Svein Forkbeard, who had a grudge against the 
leaders of the military brotherhood at Jomsborg, at the feast marking his 
accession to the throne of Denmark by plying them with too much too 
strong wine induced them to utter rash heroic vows, that they would 
invade and conquer Norway or die in the attempt. Lesser leaders 
followed them with less political vows, one Vagn Akason declaring he 
would kill the magnate Porkell Leira and go to bed with Ingibjorg his 
daughter. Well, if you announce your plan of campaign at a public event 
you lose the element of surprise. The JOmsvikings' invasion of Norway 
was a total disaster. We scroll forward to see the survivors sitting 
disconsolately, their ankles tied, upon a log. Earl Eirikr son of Hakon of 
Hlaoir, the victor, admires the spirit of some and starts to offer them 
quarter. Porkell Leira, who joins the conversation with an axe in his 
hand, isn't having it. 'You can grant quarter to whom you like, earl, 
Vagn Akason is not going to get away with his life'; and he swings at 
him with the axe. But one of the other captives falls in front of him, he 
trips, Vagn grabs the axe and deals Porkell a mortal blow instead. In due 
course Earl Eirikr grants him Ingibjgrg's hand in marriage. 

All good jolly stuff, do I hear you say, but what has it got to do with 
Anglo-Saxon England? The answer lies in a Worcestershire charter of 

Edward the Confessor's reign, two lengths of whose boundary march 
with Wahgenes gemcere." This is `Vagn's boundary'. The spelling 
Wahgen may be the kind of gingerly treatment of a foreign name that we 
saw with Adam,' or hg may be this scribe's device to render a guttural 
fricative in a position where you'd have a palatal in a native name. 
Either way we may properly class this name for Old English purposes as 
extended monothematic. S1227 grants Shurnock; this Wahgen owned part 
of the north of Inkberrow (presumably Morton Underhill of Domesday 
Book manors). A man whose rash youth was in the 980s might still have 
been around in the late 1040s; his age might be why the owner was not 
the same in 1066. More likely this would be a younger man named after 
the saga hero. Either way you may think of this when you read in the 
small print in the back of Gordon (1957.236) 'The Jomsvikings are said 
to have played a part in the invasions of England in the early eleventh 
century, and some of their leaders were given estates in Worcestershire'. 
What Ingibjgrg thought of it all is as far as I know not recorded. But it 
is pleasant to fancy she ended her days as a lady in the English county 
set, under the name of *Ingburh. And Vagn is, alas, the origin of 
modern 'Wayne'. 

But let us not finish on a foreign note. Royal Wessex in the late ninth 
century shows how there may in the end be fairytale magic in personal 
names. When the varied qualities of the elder brothers had all nobly 
failed, how apt onomastically was the success of the youngest's elvish 
redes. 

develop here. 
84 Found as witness to one of the earliest charters, 690 SIO, probably as 
qualifier in names of features in Devon S255 and S795, and possibly in Worcs. 
S786(xv) and S1599. 

85 1046 x 1062 S1227 to wahgenes getncere. of wahgenes gemcere... 
<andlang> wahgenes gemceres 'to/from/along Vagn's [ ----Wayne's] boundary'. 
86 Conceivably with a touch of Welsh wide-boy flavour. 
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